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VIDEO

With GRAHAM COOKE

Firein the Sky.CIC Video.105
minutes.Rated M. Stars D.B.
Sweeney,RobertPatrick,Craig
Sheffer, PeterBerg,JamesGar-
ner. DirectorRobert Lieberman.

RETURNING
homefromworkin

November, 1975,six
Arizonaloggersnoticea

strangelight,in the sky abovethe
trees.It'sin the wrong placefor the
sunsetand too steadyto be a forest

fire.They decideto
investigate.

What happenednext provideda
fascinatingpre-Christmasstory for
the world'smedia.Five of the men
burstout of the forestintothe small

town of
Snowflake

to tell the au-
thoritiesthat the sixth,TravisWal-
ton,had been

abducted
by an alien

spacecraft.

Firein theSkyis a
dramaticrepre-

sentationof what followed,and of
the incredible story that Walton,
playedhereby D. B.

Sweeney,
told

when he finallyturnedup, naked

and
dehydrated,

five days later.
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Thiswas not the first storyof
man's encounter with an Unidentif-

ied FlyingObject,and it
certainly

has not beenthe last.Whatmakesit
differentis the doggedway individu-

al membersof the grouphavestuck

to their story,without variation,

overthe years,and the
inability

of
professional investigatorsand scep-
tics to find an

impressive alternative

scenario.

The most popular theoryis that
the group

collaborated

in a hoax,
eitheras an

attentionseeker,or in
the

prospect

of makingmoneyout of
the publicitythat followed.If that
was the case,the plotwas a

failure.

At first,beforeTravis reappeared,

the others found themselvesunder

PolicechiefFrankWatters(JamesGarner)standing, questions membersof the logginggroupon themysteriousdisappearance of one of theirnumber.From the left,Greg Hayes(Henry Thomas),Davis
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suspicion of havingmurdered him,
thenthe

stresses
of facingan incred-

ulousworldquicklytold.MikeRog-
ers (RobertPatrick) the leaderof the
group,losthis wifeas a directresult,

and retiredto almost hermit-like

isolation

in the forestnot far from
where the incident occurred.No-

one,it seemed,madeany lasting

profitfrom theirnotoriety.

The men compriseda motley
group,throwntogetherfor one log-

ging contract.They were not all
friends, therewas some clearani-
mositybetweenthem (the reasonfor
the originalmurdertheory)but in
the matterof what

happened
on this

one nightthey have backedeach
otherwith a singlemindedness

that
woulddo creditto a secretsociety—
or the truth.

Whatis the truth?We shallproba-

bly neverknow,and
certainly

this
Robert Lieberman-directedmovie

doesnot attemptto providethe an-
swers.At the end the crustypolice

chief,FrankWatters(JamesGarner)
obsessedwith solvingthe case and
convinced

the men are lying,saysa
flawin the storywill

eventually
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emerge.Eighteenyearslaterhe is
still waiting.

Watchthe movie.Enjoya
first-rate mystery, and form your
conclusions.


